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(57) ABSTRACT

A method and system of provisioning resources installed in a
network element. Resources are installed in the network ele-
ment. As resources are placed into service, a notification is
transmitted to the vendor. The vendor generates an invoice,
and the service provider generates a purchase order. Further-
more, a capacity planning system may monitor the system as
resources are placed into service. If the amount of spare
resources fall below a predetermined limit, the capacity plan-
ning system may transmit a request to the vendor for the
additional equipment. In this manner, resources may be
installed prior to the actual need for the resources. The
resources may then be paid for by the service provider as the
resources are needed and placed into service, thereby
enabling a risk-sharing arrangement between the service pro-
vider and the vendor.

20 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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PROVISIONING SYSTEM FOR NETWORK
RESOURCES

RELATED APPLICATION

This application is a divisional of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 10/705,000, filed Nov. 10, 2003, which is incorpo-
rated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to the field of telephony, and
more specifically, to a billing and maintenance system for
network services in a telephony environment.

BACKGROUND

The telephony network generally comprises one or more
switches and network elements. The network elements are
generally configured with one or more resources that allow
services, such as additional wavelengths, bandwidth, appli-
cation services, voice mail, single-number services, and the
like. As additional services are desired, additional resources
are generally installed into the network elements and brought
into service such that a customer may begin using the addi-
tional resources.

The provisioning of a new service, however, may be time
consuming, expensive, and require coordination between a
vendor and a service provider. Generally, the service provider
negotiates a contract for the purchase and installation of
equipment to support a predetermined capacity of one or
more services. After purchase, the vendor installs and tests the
equipment. It is only after the equipment has been installed
and tested that the service provider may offer services and
generate income.

The length of time required to perform these actions may
result in a loss of revenue and a loss of a competitive advan-
tage. To offset these losses, the service provider generally
installs excess capacity or sufficient capacity, such that the
service provider believes will be sufficient for a period of
time. Installing excess capacity, however, requires a larger
initial outlay of funds to purchase the equipment.

Furthermore, this type of system does not lend itself to
risk-sharing arrangements between the service provider and
the vendor. Because of the cost of purchasing and installing
the additional resources, it is desirable to enter into risk-
sharing agreements with vendors. Generally, risk-sharing
agreements allow the service provider to pay for the resources
as the resources are placed into service, rather than paying for
the resources as the resources are installed.

Thus, a system and a method are desirable that allow for
provisioning of new network services in a fast and cost-
effective manner that lends themselves to a risk-sharing
agreement.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

These and other problems are generally reduced, solved or
circumvented, and technical advantages are generally
achieved, by embodiments of the present invention which
provide a system and method for provisioning resources in a
network environment.

In one embodiment of the present invention, a provisioning
system receives a notification that a resource has been placed
into service. The provisioning system causes a request for an
invoice to be generated and transmitted to a vendor. Upon
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receipt of the invoice from the vendor, the provisioning sys-
tem causes a purchase order to be generated.

In another embodiment of the present invention, a capacity
planning system receives notification that a resource has been
placed into service. The capacity planning system compares
the remaining resources available but not in service with a
predetermined threshold. If the remaining resources are
below the predetermined threshold, the capacity planning
system causes a request for an invoice to be generated and
transmitted to a vendor. Upon receipt of the invoice from the
vendor, the capacity planning system causes a purchase order
to be generated.

In yet another embodiment of the present invention, a
system having a provisioning system communicatively
coupled to a network element is provided. The provisioning
system receives a notification that a resource of the network
element has been placed into service and transmits a second
notification to the vendor.

The system may also have a capacity planning system
communicatively coupled to the network element. The capac-
ity planning system generates a third notification when the
amount of available resources falls below a predetermined
limit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of the present inven-
tion, and the advantages thereof, reference is now made to the
following descriptions taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1is anetwork diagram depicting elements embodying
features of the present invention; and

FIG. 2 is a data flow diagram depicting steps that may be
performed to provision additional services in a network envi-
ronment in accordance with one embodiment of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

The making and using of the presently preferred embodi-
ments are discussed in detail below. It should be appreciated,
however, that the present invention provides many applicable
inventive concepts that can be embodied in a wide variety of
specific contexts. The specific embodiments discussed are
merely illustrative of specific ways to make and use the inven-
tion, and do not limit the scope of the invention.

The present invention will be described with respect to
preferred embodiments in a specific context, namely, the
provisioning of additional wavelengths in a SONET tele-
phony network. The invention may also be applied, however,
to other services that require the provisioning of additional
hardware or software capabilities to enable the services, such
as T1 lines, satellite services, application services and the
like.

It is further noted that, unless indicated otherwise, all func-
tions described herein may be performed in either hardware
or software, or some combination thereof. In a preferred
embodiment, however, the functions are performed by a pro-
cessor such as a computer or an electronic data processor in
accordance with code such as computer program code, soft-
ware, and/or integrated circuits that are coded to perform such
functions, unless indicated otherwise.

Referring now to FIG. 1, reference numeral 100 designates
a network diagram of a portion of a telephony network
embodying features of one embodiment of the present inven-
tion. It should be noted that one of ordinary skill in the art will
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realize that the network diagram 100 has been simplified to
better illustrate features of the present invention. Well-known
elements have not been shown, but are nonetheless part of a
telephony network embodying features of the present inven-
tion. For example, a network embodying the present inven-
tion may include amplifiers, power supplies, maintenance
systems, gateways, routers, firewalls, and the like.

The network diagram 100 comprises line origination
equipment 110, line termination equipment 112, a provision-
ing system 114, a capacity planning system 116, a procure-
ment system 117, a service provider network server 118, a
vendor network server 120, and a vendor operations and
planning system 122. The line origination equipment 110 and
the line termination equipment 112 are communicatively
coupled via a first telecommunications network 130. The first
telecommunications network 130 may be, for example, a
network such as the Internet, a local-area network (LAN), a
wide-area network (WAN), a Public-Switched Telephone
Network (PSTN), a wireless communications network, or the
like, for providing communication services between the line
origination equipment 110 and the line termination equip-
ment 112. In one embodiment, the line origination equipment
110 may be located in a first city (indicated in FIG. 1 by the
label “City A”), and the line termination equipment 112 may
be located in a second city (indicated in FIG. 1 by the label
“City B”).

In the embodiment in which the first telecommunications
network 130 is a fiber optic transmission network, the line
origination equipment 110 and the line termination equip-
ment 112 may include a dense wave division multiplexer
(DWDM), and the first telecommunications network 130 may
include a series of optical amplifiers. As is known in the art,
the fiber optic transmission network is capable of providing
communications over multiple wavelengths. For each wave-
length used, the DWDM is generally equipped with high-
capacity multiplexers/de-multiplexers.

The provisioning system 114 is communicatively coupled
to the line origination equipment 110 and the line termination
equipment 112, such that the provisioning system 114
receives status information from the line origination equip-
ment 110 and the line termination equipment 112. The status
information may include, for example, the total number of
wavelengths installed and the number of wavelengths in ser-
vice.

It should be noted that the provisioning system 114 is
preferably communicatively coupled to the line termination
equipment 112 via a second telecommunications network
132 separate from the first telecommunications network 130.
The second telecommunications network 132 may be, for
example, a network such as the Internet, a LAN, WAN,
PSTN, wireless communications network, or the like. In the
preferred embodiment, the first telecommunications network
130 and the second telecommunications network 132 utilize
the PSTN, but use different routes. In this manner, if the first
telecommunications network 130 fails, then the provisioning
system 114 would likely remain communicatively coupled to
the line termination equipment 112.

Additionally, the provisioning system 114 is communica-
tively coupled to the service provider network server 118 such
that the provisioning system 114 may indicate to the service
provider network server 118 when new services, wave-
lengths, or other provisionable resources have been placed
into service.

The capacity planning system 116 and the procurement
system 117 are preferably communicatively coupled to the
service provider network server 118. The capacity planning
system 116 communicates to the service provider network
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server 118 information regarding the need for additional
equipment to be installed in the line origination equipment
110, the line termination equipment 112, or elsewhere to
provide for expected growth and increased capacity. Gener-
ally, the capacity planning system 116 utilizes growth models
and predicts when additional equipment should be installed
and the amount of additional equipment that should be
installed. The procurement system 117 preferably handles the
generation of invoices and purchase orders, and initiates pay-
ment for goods and services received.

The service provider network server 118 is communica-
tively coupled to the vendor network server 120 via the Inter-
net 134. It should be noted that FIG. 1 illustrates the preferred
embodiment in which the Internet 134 is utilized for commu-
nications between the service provider network server 118
and the vendor network server 120. Alternatively, other types
of communications links may be used, such as, for example,
a direct link, a dial-up connection, a satellite connection,
other wireless connections, or the like.

The vendor network server 120 is communicatively
coupled to the vendor operations and planning system. The
vendor operations and planning system 122 interacts with the
service provider network server 118 to generate invoices and
purchase orders for equipment or services placed into service.

Preferably, the provisioning system 114, the capacity plan-
ning system 116, the procurement system 117, and the service
provider network server 118 are preferably communicatively
coupled via an internal data network (IDN), such as a LAN,
WAN, or the like, utilizing common communications proto-
cols, such as TCP/IP. In this configuration, each component
may issue a machine-to-machine language (MML) request to
establish a communications channel as is known in the art.
Thereafter, normal hyper-text markup language (HTML) or
TL1 commands may be used to communicate. Generally,
HTML is used to communicate with the service provider
network server 118, and TLL1 commands are used for com-
munications between other network elements.

FIG. 2 is a data flow diagram depicting steps that may be
performed in accordance with one embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 2 discusses the operation of one embodiment
of the present invention in which a wavelength is placed into
service. One skilled in the art, however, will realize that the
process described may be used for other types of resources,
such as digital cross connects, data platforms, frame relays,
ATMs, routers, and the like. The process begins in step 210,
wherein a new wavelength, or other equipment or service, is
placed into service. Generally, placing a wavelength into
service requires a craft engineer to place the wavelength into
a maintenance state. Tests are performed on the equipment
and the wavelength for a specified period of time, usually
about 72 hours. Upon successful completion of the tests, the
wavelength, or other equipment or service, is placed into full
service in which the wavelength is allowed to be used for
normal user traffic.

In step 212, after the wavelength has been placed into full
service, the line origination equipment 110 and/or the line
termination equipment 112 transmits a notification to the
provisioning system 114 indicating that the wavelength is
prepared for customer use. The provisioning system 114 then
enables the wavelength for customer use.

Processing then preferably proceeds along independent
parallel paths, as indicated by the paths beginning with steps
214 and 224. Generally, the path beginning with step 214
processes the new wavelength and initiates the process of
generating an invoice and a purchase order for the new wave-
length and the equipment associated to the new wavelength.
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The path beginning with step 224 determines whether addi-
tional equipment should be added to prepare for additional
capacity at a later date.

Referring to the first path beginning in step 214, the pro-
visioning system 114 transmits notification of the additional
equipment placed into service to the service provider network
server 118. Upon receipt, the service provider network server
118 transmits a notification to the vendor of the additional
equipment that has been placed into service. Preferably, the
notification is transmitted to the vendor via an email message
transmitted over the Internet 134. Alternatively, the notifica-
tion may be sent by facsimile, postal mail, voice mail, or the
like transmitted over the PSTN, wireless communications
network, LAN, WAN, direct connection, or the like.

In step 218, the vendor submits an invoice to the service
provider if the additional equipment has not yet been
invoiced. Preferably, the vendor submits the invoice via the
vendor operations and planning system 122 and the vendor
network server 120. The invoice is preferably submitted elec-
tronically, but may also be submitted by facsimile, postal
mail, voice mail, or the like transmitted over the PSTN, wire-
less communications network, LAN, WAN, direct connec-
tion, or the like.

In step 220, the invoice is received by the procurement
system 117 via the service provider network server 118. The
procurement system 117 processes the invoice and generates
a purchase order, thereby initiating payment for the goods
and/or services received. The purchase order is transmitted
from the procurement system 117 to the vendor operations
and planning system 122 via the service provider network
server 118 and the vendor network server 120. Preferably, this
step is performed automatically without human intervention.
It may be desirable, however, to require approval or other
human interaction on some or all transactions.

Thereafter, in step 222 processing returns to the beginning
wherein the process is repeated for the next wavelength
placed into service.

Regarding the parallel path, processing begins in step 224,
wherein the line origination equipment 110 and/or the line
termination equipment 112 transmits notification of the
equipment or wavelength placed into service to the capacity
planning system 116. The capacity planning system 116
determines whether or not sufficient spare resources remain
available or if additional equipment should be purchased and
installed such that sufficient resources will be available to
meet future demands.

Accordingly, in step 226, a determination is made whether
or not additional equipment should be purchased and
installed. If a determination is made that additional equip-
ment should not be purchased and installed at this time, then
processing proceeds to step 222 wherein processing returns to
the beginning.

If, on the other hand, a determination is made that addi-
tional equipment is needed, then processing proceeds to step
228, wherein the capacity planning system 116 transmits a
request for an invoice to the service provider network server
118. In step 230, the service provider network server 118
forwards the request for an invoice to the vendor network
server 120 and vendor operations and planning system 122
via the Internet 134.

Upon receiving the request for invoice, in step 232 the
vendor operations and planning system 122 determines the
resources needed, such as equipment, personnel, and the like,
and generates an invoice for the goods and services. The
invoice is transmitted from the vendor operations and plan-
ning system 122 to the procurement system 117. The procure-
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6

ment system, in step 234, responds by issuing a purchase
order. Thereafter, the equipment may be installed and tested.

As one of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate, embodi-
ments of the present invention provide automatic notification
of' equipment and services placed into service. It should also
be appreciated that such a system allows for efficient cost-
sharing and risk-sharing arrangements to be implemented.
For example, embodiments of the present invention may be
used in which the vendor installs equipment into the service
providers network. As capabilities are utilized, invoices and
purchase orders are automatically generated to effect pay-
ment of the services. Furthermore, by having the equipment
installed previously, the additional capabilities may be
brought into full service in a minimal amount of time. Thus,
the service provider is able to maintain a competitive advan-
tage and compete cost-effectively with competitors.

Although particular embodiments of the invention have
been described in detail, it is understood that the invention is
not limited correspondingly in scope, but includes all
changes, modifications, and equivalents coming within the
spirit and terms of the claims appended hereto. For example,
the functionality described herein may be combined into
fewer network elements, the functionality described herein
may be divided into additional network elements, different
types of networks, messages, and protocols may be used, and
the like. Accordingly, it is understood that this invention may
be extended to other structures and materials, and thus, the
specification and figures are to be regarded in an illustrative
rather than a restrictive sense.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

determining, by a network element, that a resource is being

placed into service;

transmitting, by the network element and to a first proces-

sor and a second processor, a first notification indicating
that the resource has been placed into service;
transmitting, by the first processor and based on the first
notification, a second notification to a third processor,
the third processor transmitting, based on the second
notification, a third notification to a vendor server,
the third notification indicating that the resource has
been placed into service, and
the third processor receiving, based on the third notifi-
cation, a first invoice from the vendor server;
determining, by the second processor and based on the first
notification, that additional resources should be installed
in the network element; and

transmitting, by the second processor and based on deter-

mining that the additional resources should be installed

in the network element, a request for a second invoice to

the third processor,

the third processor transmitting the request for the sec-
ond invoice to the vendor server, and

the third processor receiving the second invoice based on
the request for the second invoice.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

causing a purchase order for the resource to be generated

based on receiving the first invoice.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

causing a purchase order for the additional resources to be

generated based on receiving the second invoice.

4. The method of claim 1, where the network element
includes a line termination element or a line origination ele-
ment.

5. The method of claim 1, where the network element is
communicatively coupled to a telecommunications network.
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6. The method of claim 2, further comprising:
transmitting, by the third processor, the purchase order to
the vendor server.
7. The method of claim 1, where the resource includes a
wavelength, the method further comprising:
enabling, by the first processor, the wavelength for cus-
tomer user.
8. A system comprising:
a network element comprising:
a processor, and
a memory storing executable instructions, that when
executed by the processor, cause the processor to per-
form the steps of:
determining that a resource is being placed into ser-
vice, and transmitting, to a first device and a second
device, a first notification indicating that the
resource has been placed into service; the first
device comprising:
a first processor, and
afirst memory storing executable instructions, that when
executed by the first processor, cause the first proces-
sor to perform the step of:
transmitting, based on the first notification, a second
notification to a third device;
the second device comprising:
a second processor, and
a second memory storing executable instructions, that
when executed by the second processor, cause the
second processor to perform the steps of:
determining, based on the first notification, that addi-
tional resources are to be installed in the network
element, and
transmitting, based on determining that the additional
resources are to be installed in the network element,
a request for a second invoice to the third device;
and
the third device comprising:
a third processor, and
a third memory storing executable instructions, that
when executed by the third processor, cause the third
processor to perform the steps of:
transmitting, based on the second notification, a third
notification to a vendor server,
the third notification indicating that the resource
has been placed into service,
receiving, based on the third notification, a first
invoice from the vendor server,
transmitting the request for the second invoice to the
vendor server, and
receiving the second invoice based on the request for
the second invoice.
9. The system of claim 8, where the first processor is further
to perform the step of:
causing a purchase order, for the first resource, to be gen-
erated upon receipt of the first invoice.
10. The system of claim 8, where the second processor is
further to the perform the step of:
causing a purchase order, for the additional resources, to be
generated upon receipt of the second invoice.
11. The system of claim 8, where the third processor is
further to perform the step of:
transmitting, to the vendor server, a purchase order based
on receiving the first invoice.
12. The system of claim 8, where the resource includes a
wavelength.
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13. The system of claim 8, where the first processor is
further to perform the step of:

enabling the resource, placed into service, for customer

use.

14. A plurality of non-transitory computer-readable media
each storing executable instructions that, when executed by
each one of a network element, a first device, a second device,
and a third device, cause a system to perform the steps of:

determining, by the network element, that a resource is

being placed into service;

transmitting, by the network element and to the first device

and the second device, a first notification indicating that
the resource has been placed into service;

transmitting, by the first device and based on the first noti-

fication, a second notification to the third device;
transmitting, by the third device and based on the second
notification, a third notification to a vendor server,

the third notification indicating that the resource has been

placed into service;
receiving, by the third device and based on the third noti-
fication, a first invoice from the vendor server;

determining, by the second device and based on the first
notification, that additional resources are to be installed
in the network element;

transmitting, by the second device, a request for a second

invoice to the third device based on determining that the
additional resources are to be installed in the network
element;

transmitting, by the third device, the request for the second

invoice to the vendor server; and

receiving, by the third device, the second invoice based on

the request for the second invoice.

15. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 14, where the instructions further comprise:

one or more instructions which, when executed by the first

device, cause the first device to perform the step of
enabling the resource, placed into service, for customer
use.

16. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 15, where the instructions further comprise:

one or more instructions which, when executed by the first

device, cause the first device to perform the step of
causing a purchase order, for the resource, to be gener-
ated.

17. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 16, where the instructions further comprise:

one or more instructions which, when executed by the third

processor, cause the third processor to perform the step
of transmitting, to the vendor server, the purchase order.

18. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 14, where the instructions further comprise:

one or more instructions which, when executed by the third

device, cause the third device to perform the step of
receiving, from the vendor server, a second invoice for
the additional resources based on transmitting the
request for the second invoice.

19. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 18, where the instructions further comprise:

one or more instructions which, when executed by the

second device, cause the second device to perform the
step of causing a purchase order, for the additional
resources, to be generated.

20. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 14, where the network element includes a line termi-
nation element or a line origination element.
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